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French exchange student Marion Crouzier, 16, right, passes a bison bladder to Cheyenne Central student Anna Groth, 18, during a visit to the Wyo-
ming State Museum in Cheyenne on Thursday. “Most Wyoming kids have learned this stuff and gotten to touch this stuff before!” said Groth. “But
that's always my favorite part, the organs.” Crouzier had a slightly different point of view.“l was like, this is disgusting;’ she recalled.

French exchange students
spend time in Cheyenne

CARRIE HADERLIE
Wyoming Tribune Eagle

CHEYENNE — With a Metro ticket and -
awhole dayin Paris, Cheyenne’s Cen-
tral High School student Elizabeth Stump
found her confidence.

Last summer, Stump was one of 14 Cen-
tral High School students to visit Lycée
Chaptal in Mende, a rural town in south-
ern France, with CHS teacher Sarah Evans.
This month, she’s one of 11 Cheyenne fam-
ilies to host French students for three
weeks. g

Stump’s exchange student is attending
Central classes and extracurricular activ-
ities, from dance to the Mayor’s Youth
Council.

Together, the students are practicing
both their French and English skills, learn-
ing about each other’s lives. Seeing the
world from another person’s point of view,
Stump said, expands your mind. It also
gives you confidence.

“Just speaking French is a neat skill
tohave, but also, on the trip to Paris,
Madame Evans gave us a free day,” Stump
said. “We were by ourselves iri Paris with
aMetro card. Having that experience on
your own, it’s hands-on. You really become
confident in yourselfand your language
skills. You're self-sufficient in a way. I could
actually have areal conversation with a
French person.”

Anna Groth is also a senior at Cen-
tral who is hosting a French student this
month. She went on the summer 2022 trip

and said it's amazing to have access to
cross-cultural connections in Cheyenne.

“Being around people who have a dif-
ferent way oflife, who have different
beliefs than you and who you might not be
exposed to in your day-to-daylife, espe-
cially at our age, can make you such a bet-
ter person,” Groth said. “You're learning
how to open up yourlife, be cordial and
empathetic and helpful. I think that all of
the kids who have experienced this are
excited and thankful for the ability to grow
in this way.’

Groth began taking French classes
in seventh grade and has advanced to
French 5. She’s earning college credits
and working toward a certificate of bilit-
eracy. She’sin her second year as presi-
dent of the French Club and is a member
of CHS’s French National Honor Society,
the only chapter in Wyoming. She plans to
study medicine in college with a minorin
French.

“I'veloved all of the connections we've

‘made and all of the learning we've done,”

she said. “Hosting a student has been so
cool — to be on'the other side of it, and to
share our day-to-daylives, our food, our
activities and our traditions.”

As asenior, Groth is taking her student
along on senior nights, prom dress shop-
ping and showing her how she’s prepar-
ing for graduation. Groth said she tries to
speak English with her host student, but
sometimes, they slip into French.

“One dayin schoolin a different lan-
guage feels like two,” she said.

Evans and her husband, both Wyo-
ming natives, worked as Englishlanguage
assistants in Mende from 2014-16. Mende
is home to about 12,000 people, and the
couple was ableto establish friendships
that have lasted. Evans started a pen pal
exchange in 2016 when she began teach-
ingat Central and slowly created the
exchange program with her French col-
leagues. Travel plans were canceled in
2020.

“This last year, we finallymade it hap-
pen with some students coming here, and
of course, we traveled there; Evans said.

One of the most exciting things for a stu-
dent might be experiencing everyday high
school life in a different country, she said.

“To go to class, to eatin the cafeteria, it’s
an experience. French cafeteriafood puts -
ours to shame. It s really good,” she said
with alaugh.

Last summer, Central students were
able to kayak the Causse de Mende, a
beautiful area thatleads to the mountains
and s full of canyons and gorges. The stu-
dents saw stone buildings that were sev-
eral hundred years old and toured a medi-
eval cathedral. They spent five days in
Paris.

While in Cheyenne, the French students
will visit the state Capitol, tour the Wyo-
ming State Museum, meet with Mayor
Patrick Collins, attend an East-Cen-
tral basketball'game and participateina
French Club cooking project and dance.
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A number of the French stu-
dents are involved in a model
European Union project back
home, in which they’re dis-
cussing energy issues.

“They’re working on the
question of energy, which,
obviously, in Wyoming, is very
much a part of our economy.
They're hoping to interview
our mayor, and hopefully law-
makers, to bring that perspec-
tive to this big model Euro-
pean Union event in southern
France,” Evans said.

High schoolis atimein
students’ lives where young
adults become more aware
of the world outside of their °
immediate existence, she
said.

“Their experiences can have
apretty substantial impact
on them,’ she said. “These are
really big things for students
at this age to experience.

Stump has dreams of
becoming an international
relations attorney, using her
French skills along the way.
Shebegan taking French as
afreshman, which could be

considered “late,” she said.
But Evans helped her get
ahead, teaching her French

4 outside of class time so she
could join French 5 duringher
senior year.

“Madame Evans is a super
great teacher;’ Stump said.
“She was also so great atlead-
ingthe trip.”

InFrench 5, the students no
longer focus on grammar and

. vocabularybut use the French

theyhave learned in real-life
discussions.

“We're using French to talk
about super complexissues.
The other day, we were talking
about surrogacy and archi-
tecture and food,” Stump said.
“We talk about things that
you can barely talk aboutin

. English, honestly”

On the 2022 summer trip,
Groth experienced a burst
in fluency thathas contin-
ued into French 5, she said.
They spent months preparing
for the trip, although being

-dropped into a French-speak-

ing country was a challenge.
“The immersion will shock

you, no matter what. Just

being around people whose

nativelanguage is French
was so different;” Groth said.
“We speak fast in English, of
course, and the same goes for
French. It’s an experience for -
both parties involved, for the
host student and the traveling
student. Youre always trying
to have full conversations and
get things across.” '

That might begin, she said,
with simple directions to the
bathroom.

“But by the end of the trip,
Iremember distinctly sit-
ting down with my host fam-
ily at dinner. My host mom
was talking at a pretty nor-
mal pace, and we were talking
about gun rights and wom-
ensrights, and complicated
cultural issues that theyhad
seen on the news,” Groth said.
“Theywerelike, ‘Why is that
different over there? It was
incredible, truly.”

Carrie Haderlie is afreelance journal-
istwho covers southeast Wyoming
from her home near Saratoga. She

has written for the Wyoming Tribune
Eagle, Laramie Boomerang, Wyoming
Business Reportand several other
publications for many years, including
covering the Wyoming Legislature.



